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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15 and 17-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 1J5 is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This case has been transferred to Examiner Kelly Jerabek. Please direct all 
future correspondence to Examiner Jerabek whose contact information can be found at 
the end of this office action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 17-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because the submitted hand-written drawings are not legible. Applicant is 
advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, 
as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-15 and 17-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Steinberg et al. US 6,433,818 in view of Matsumoto et al. US 
6,590,608. 

Re claim 6, Steinberg discloses in figures 7-13 a camera including a biometric 
measurement system for the purpose of identifying and limiting operational access to an 
authorized user. The camera includes a housing (138; fig. 10) and a CCD (160) for 
capturing a plurality of images of respective objects of interest as well as sensing a 
biometric parameter (iris) of a user of the digital camera (col. 6, lines 35-67). The 
camera also includes a processor (32) for controlling its operation. The camera 
acquires biometric signature data (130) corresponding to a user of the camera and 
stores it in a memory (42) (col. 6, lines 5-15). The system may include a plurality of 
authorized users (col. 6, lines 1-4). When biometric data is gathered from the iris of a 
users eye by the CCD (1 60) the output is sent to processor (32) and compared to 
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signature data (130) from memory (42) in order to enable or disable the camera (col. 6, 
lines 35-58). Therefore, the processor identifies each user of a plurality of potential 
users according to the signature data by comparing data (iris of users eye) obtained by 
the CCD (160) with signature data (130) in memory (42) associated with a plurality of 
users and responsive to identifying a user enables or disables the camera accordingly. 
Although Steinberg states that a camera my be enabled or disabled based on a 
biometric measurement that identifies a user of the camera he fails to specifically state 
that the signature data (user identifying information) is associated with each digital 
image of an object of interest that is captured by the digital camera. 

Matsumoto discloses in figure 35 an image-capturing unit capable of adding 
information concerning a person who took the picture image is added to the picture 
image data as attribute data. When a picture is taken information concerning a person 
who took the image is stored in the storage unit (104) together with the picture data (col. 
14, lines 18-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have 
been motivated to include the concept of storing attribute data concerning a person who 
took the image together with the picture data as disclosed by Matsumoto in the camera 
capable of using biometric signature data to identify a user of the camera and enable 
the capture of images based on the signature data. Doing so would provide a means 
for adding information concerning a person who took the picture to the picture data so 
that pictures can be grouped according to who captured them (Matsumoto: col. 14, lines 
18-22). 
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Re claim 7, Steinberg states that the biometric parameter is an optically 
measured parameter (col. 6, lines 36-42). 

Re claim 8, Steinberg states that the biometric parameter is an iris of the user's 
eye (col. 6, lines 36-42). 

Re claim 9, Steinberg states that the optically measured biometric parameter is 
obtained by the digital camera using the same digital optical sensing apparatus (CCD: 
160) shown in figure 1 1 that is used for obtaining images of objects of interest (col. 6, 
line 17 -col. 7, line 51). 

Re claim 10, Steinberg discloses a viewing window (134) for viewing an image of 
an object of interest by the user. The CCD (160) senses light representing a biometric 
parameter and entering the camera through the viewing window (134) (col. 6, line 17 - 
col. 7, line 51). 

Re claim 1 1 , Steinberg discloses a viewing window (1 34) for viewing an image of 
an object of interest by the user. The CCD (160) senses light representing a biometric 
parameter and entering the camera through the viewing window (134) (col. 6, line 17 - 
col. 7, line 51). Also, the CCD (160) is inside the camera. 
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Re claim 1 2, upon activation of the camera biometric data is taken of the iris of a 
prospective user's eye and the prospective user's biometric data is compared by the 
processor with the stored signature data. If they are the same the camera takes a 
picture (col. 7, lines 29-51 ). Therefore, it can be seen that the processor selectively 
enables at least one camera function (camera takes picture) responsive to identifying a 
user form the detected biometric parameter. 

Re claim 13, Steinberg discloses in figure 1 1 a camera capable of a biometric 
measurement of the iris of a user's eye. A authorized user may place their eye on the 
viewfinder and press the shutter button (122) to cause the CCD (160) to detect light 
from the users eye in order to create signature data (biometric measurement) (col. 7, 
lines 5-28). Once the signature data is stored and the camera is activated, biometric 
data is taken of the iris of a prospective user's eye. Following this, a prospective user's 
biometric data is compared by the processor with the stored signature data. If they are 
the same the camera takes a picture (col. 7, lines 29-51 ). Therefore, the user of the 
camera is automatically identified using the optical biometric measurement (signature 
data) and if the camera is enabled a plurality of digital images of respective objects of 
interest are taken. Although Steinberg states that a camera my be enabled or disabled 
based on a biometric measurement that identifies a user of the camera he fails to 
specifically state that the signature data (user identifying information) is associated with 
each digital image of an object of interest that is captured by the digital camera. 
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Matsumoto discloses in figure 35 an image-capturing unit capable of adding 
information concerning a person who took the picture image is added to the picture 
image data as attribute data. When a picture is taken information concerning a person 
who took the image is stored in the storage unit (104) together with the picture data (col. 
14, lines 18-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have 
been motivated to include the concept of storing attribute data concerning a person who 
took the image together with the picture data as disclosed by Matsumoto in the camera 
capable of using biometric signature data to identify a user of the camera and enable 
the capture of images based on the signature data. Doing so would provide a means 
for adding information concerning a person who took the picture to the picture data so 
that pictures can be grouped according to who captured them (Matsumoto: col. 14, lines 
18-22). 

Re claim 14, Steinberg states that the biometric parameter is an iris of the user's 
eye (col. 6, lines 36-42). 

Re claim 15, Steinberg states that the camera is configured according to a first 
configuration wherein light from a user's eye enters the camera through a viewing 
window (156) and is captured by the CCD (160) (col. 7, lines 5-28) and a second 
configuration wherein light from the object of interest enters the camera trough a path 
other than the viewing window and is captured by the CCD (160) (col. 7, lines 29-51). 
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Re claim 17, upon activation of the camera biometric data is taken of the iris of a 
prospective user's eye and the prospective user's biometric data is compared by the 
processor with the stored signature data. If they are the same the camera takes a 
picture (col. 7, lines 29-51 ). Therefore, it can be seen that the processor selectively 
enables at least one camera function (camera takes picture) responsive to identifying a 
user form the detected biometric parameter. 

Re claim 18, upon activation of the camera biometric data is taken of the iris of a 
prospective user's eye and the prospective user's biometric data is compared by the 
processor with the stored signature data. If they are the same the camera takes a 
picture if they are not the same the camera does not take a picture (col. 7, lines 29-51 ). 
Additionally, Steinberg states that the system may include a plurality of authorized users 
(col. 6, lines 1-4). Therefore, at least one camera operating parameter (enable/disable) 
is associated with each of a plurality of users (the camera is either enabled or disabled 
based on the prospective user's biometric data compared to the stored signature data). 
Also, responsive to the step of identifying the user at least one camera operating 
parameter (enable/disable) is automatically set to the value corresponding to the 
identified user (a.k.a. the camera is either enabled or disabled depending on the 
comparison or the user's biometric data and the stored signature data). 



Re claim 19, see claim 18. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fail to anticipate or render obvious the following technical 
features as recited in the highlighted claims: 

Referring to claims 1-5, the prior art fails to teach or suggest "...said second light 
path not being coincident in any segment with any segment of said first light path, said 
second light path encountering said digital optical sensing apparatus at a non-zero 
angle with respect to said first light path". 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Okada et al. (US 6,035,054) discloses a visual axis detection apparatus and 
optical apparatus provided therewith. The information regarding receiving an image of 
an observer's eye is relevant material. 

Yamada et al. (US 5,579,079) discloses an optical apparatus equipped with a 
sight line detector. The information regarding receiving an image of an observer's eye 
is relevant material. 

Suzuki et al. (US 5,486,892) discloses a camera with a visual axis detecting 
device. The information regarding receiving an image of an observer's eye is relevant 
material. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8659. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for submitting all Official communications is 703-872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at 703-746-3059. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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